time-the categories of white and black are rigid throughout her account of interracial marriage over the past sixty years. This criticism should not, however, detract from a very balanced and praiseworthy history of the social, cultural, and political evolution of interracial marriage in the United States.
This path-breaking study provides a social history of childhood in colonial Lima from approximately 1650 until 1820. Relying largely on census data, notarial records, laws, and legal cases, Premo examines the lives of children in homes, schools, and institutions, arguing that patriarchal authority in the home was replicated in the role of the king (through the colonial courts) as the "father" of all his subjects. By the eighteenth century, the centralizing policies of the Bourbon dynasty led the "Father King" to expand his patriarchal authority over private families in order to impose a "new politics of the child" for all races and social classes in late-colonial Lima. This study demonstrates how the Enlightenment, changing legal patterns, and evolving social practices influenced the lives of free and slave children in the cosmopolitan viceregal capital of Lima. Apart from some concerns about the author's use of sampling techniques, I find this an imaginative and important study that will appeal to Latin Americanists, historians of women, gender, and sexuality, and students of childhood.
The book opens with a discussion of patriarchy and minority in Spanish law, explaining how the King established his paternal authority (through the courts) into the homes of families of different racial, ethnic, and class backgrounds in colonial Lima. Although a father exercised legal, economic, and social authority (called patria potestad) over his children, the King and his courts (and the appointed representative to advocate cases of legal minors, the Defensor de Menores) determined both the limits of patriarchal control and how to care for children whose fathers had died, committed crimes, or had abused their parental position. A sample of the Lima census (numeración) of 1700 indicates that patriarchal authority was further complicated by the high percentage of households (54%) that listed children but no adult males, indicating that women held dominant positions of authority over children. Moreover, the prevalence of multigenerational and multi-family households populated with slaves, servants, and apprentices led to a diversity of urban lifestyles. Premo's examination of 200 civil cases and a clustered sample of 213 guardianship contracts (from notary records) indicates that widow's, wet nurses of various social and racial groups, master artisans, and clergy often took the primary responsibility for raising Lima's youths between 1640 and 1750.
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ing and the control of minors modeled on the patriarchal family and the racial and class hierarchies of colonial society. The cityd major nunneries, for example, housed large numbers of children-orphans, relatives of the nuns, and the children of servants. The crown also gave the Jesuits license to open a special school for the children of indigenous elites, the Colegio del Principe in Lima, where members of the Society educated, acculturated, and raised the children to adulthood. The crown also established a foundling home, the Casa de Niños Expósitos, in 1605 to care for illegitimate children until a foster home could be located. Each of these institutions, however, reinforced the caste, gender, and class divisions of the larger colonial society-nuns relied on lower class servants, the Jesuits raised indigenous boys to know their place in society, and all institutions caring for children acted as surrogate parents in the name of the "Father King." Even the courts recognized these class, racial, and ethnic distinctions in meting out justice. Premo examines 336 municipal court (cabildo) cases involving crimes committed between 1714 and 1813 and finds that 42% were minors (often arrested for petty crimes) and most were male, indigenous, or of mixed racial ancestry. Punishments ranged from the hangman's noose to being indentured to a craftsman, but in most cases these sentences took into account the child's place in society. Spaniards and indigenous children (who were viewed as minors of age and minors because of their race) received relatively lighter punishments. Castas usually received the harshest sentences, while slaves might be remanded to their master for punishment.
According to Premo, by the late-eighteenth century the Enlightenment led to a series of crown-promulgated social reforms that promoted a "new politics of the child," which expanded the parental authority of the "Father King" over the lives of all his subjects. Efforts to advance secular education and public hygiene, and to give parents (rather than the Church) greater control over the marriage partners of their children, allowed royal courts to intervene more directly in the daily lives of Lima's citizenry. Royal absolutism and Enlightenment theories about child rearing naturally provoked resistance, particularly among Lima's elites, who feared the reforms would disrupt social hierarchies and patriarchal authority within individual families. Nonetheless, lawsuits involving the custody of minors increased dramatically after 1800, and the courts became the "patriarch of last resort" for parents and their children. Defendants and plaintiffs argued their cases using education, child support, and issues of household governance, rather than traditional discourses of patria potestad. Even slaves relied on crown legislation guaranteeing their rights to fair treatment, education, and manumission at a fair price to argue cases involving minors and master-slave relations in the courts. In short, by the time of independence the "new politics of the child" had transformed traditional notions of patriarchy and established the essential context for legal cases of elites and the popular class in colonial Lima.
This fine book presents a new, challenging view of youth, legal authority, and childhood in colonial Lima. Premo relies on a wide range of quantitative data to establish the context for the social, political, and legal changes affecting Lima's families from the upper reaches of the elite to the most humble households. She then uses a series of engaging case studies to enliven the account and to show how these sweeping changes affected the lives of individual families. This is a complex and richly documented story, which explains a great deal about patriarchy, childhood, class, race, and ethnicity in a major colonial metropolis. At the same time, I have reservations about Premo's sampling techniques. She often relies on relatively small numbers of cases, which increases the margin of error. She also uses a self-described "arbitrary" selection process for sampling apprenticeship and guardianship contracts, which could skew the results. Nevertheless, the trends that her quantitative data reveal are clear, straightforward, and consistent with the qualitative materials presented. These concerns aside, I found this an important book, well written, clearly argued, and persuasive. For most people life is lived somewhere in the space between their ideals and the less lofty experience of what they actually do when confronted with bewildering or difficult circumstances. Donna Merwick takes this gulf between ideals and reality very seriously, so seriously indeed that she offers it as the central interpretation of Dutch commercial and colonial activities in North America during the first half of the seventeenth century. The Dutch West India Company (WIC), Merwick argues, never intended that its presence in North America would involve subjugating the native people. From the outset, Company officials received clear instructions to recognize natives' sovereignty and to live and trade peacefully with them. Over time, however, under-staffed and poorly supplied colony officials found themselves unable to restrain violent behavior on the part of colonists not employed by the WIC and unable to walk the fine line between defending the colony, presenting what they thought was a necessary show of strength, and respecting native peoples. The pressures proved in the end to be too great. As time passed, a quintessential maritime enterprise by people Merwick describes as "alongshore people" became overtaken by inland imperatives, including encroaching on ever-larger portions of native land. In the process, the peaceful intentions came to be subsumed by growing calls for land and dominion. And throughout, native peoples found their world turned upside down. That, laments Merwick, was "the shame and the sorrow" of New Netherland.
One of the great strengths of Merwick's work is the effort she puts into trying to enter the worlds of the people she studies, and she tells their stories in a way that seeks to make them alive, immediate, and fully three-dimensional. Her writing conveys a deep respect for the humanity of those she is studying. Merwick's goal to understand the world as her subjects actually lived it and to help her readers reach the same understanding is surely the classic goal of social historians. Interestingly, the techniques Merwick uses to try to accomplish this goal are at once experimental and extremely interesting, if not always entirely convincing.
